PARCEL POST QUESTION

Argument Against Increasing Weight
Limit Beyond Fifty Pounds.

[The Evansville, Ind, Courier, May
7. 1814.] r
To the Editor of the Courier:

Your editorial in Saturday’s issue,
April 18, under the heading of “Par-
cels Post and Express Companies,”
has my attention.

The undertaking by the postoffice
department of the general govern-
ment o transport parcels without
weight limit, or, if limited to fifty
pounds, is a great economic problem
not easy of solution .

The question is asked, “would it be
a calamity to have a wasteful and ex-
pensive agency driven out of business
by a more economical one?” “Would
t be disastrous for business to have
products moved more cheaply?” This
disposes of the matter in a very sum-
mary way, But where the logic?The
statement is an implication that post-
office department can do this parcels
post business more cheaply than the
express companies. Bul no argument
i« addunced to prove it. That the gov-
ernment produces anything or per-
forms any service for the public
cheaper than individuals or private
corporations is open to grave doubts.

The express companies are now un-
der the supervision of the interstate
commerce commission.

Thiz is a department of the general
sovernment created by law to regu-
late transportation. Is it fair to the
(press comparnies for another depart-
ent of the government to enter into
e same kind of transportation bus-
258 at a lesser rate than that ap-
proved by the interstate commerce
commission for these companies?

To my mind this is a sane question. |
These companies have vested inter-
ests and the government should un-
dertake to protect these interests,
rather than to destroy them. If it be
argued that these express companies
have full right to enter into competi-
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tion with the government's rate, it
may easily be assumed that these

companies will gladly undertake to do
+his, if the postoffice department shall
make a rate that will cover all costs
for service, including such interest on
the cost of the vast equipment devot-
ed to this service, as the Interstate
Commerce Commission shall decide
these companies are entitled to on
their invested capital.

These companies have been taxed
for these government owned postoffi-
ces and equipment used in this trans-
portation service, and it does not
seem fair to them that the power of
the government through the postoflfice
department should be used for their
pverthrow,

Furthermore, the people—other
than those who make use of this
transportation servicer -have a right
to a voice in this matter and to demur
to taxation to make up for losses in-
curred on this scheme of transporta-
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at a lesser cost than the exist
agencies.

There is another feature of this
parcels post service that may well
have the thoughtful consideration of
all of our people; for it threatens a
partial if not complete revolution of
existing commercial relations.

The year 19813 saw an extension of
the mail order business of the coun-
try of not less than twenty million
dollars. Probably much more. And
the parcels post contributed largely
to this enormous business. As these
mail order houses are located in the
largest cities of the country, it trans-
fers this immense traffic from more
than two thousand country stores do-
ing business in excess of ten thousand
dollars.,. Furthermore it diverts the
same business from the ordinary
channels of distribution through the
jobber, to these same retail stores
now located in every jobbing center
throughout the country.

If the government is fully compen-
sated for the cost of this service and
in addition a margin of profit suffici-
ent to suitably reward private capital
engaged in a like carrying business,
and it is then found to be an economic
factor in distribution, it would seem
that the revolution or evolution
should go on.

If, however, the government per-
forms this service as a whole or even
in part, at the expense of the people,
then what? Is anybody wronged if
by the extension of this service the
present channels of distribution are
disrupted and jobbers and retailers
alike are driven out of business as are
the express companies being driven
out now?

This is an economic question of
such import, that it should demand
the serious consideration of every
student of economics in the country.

And for the present I believe the
Postmaster General should wait any
further extension of the weight limit,

ing,

tion.

Moreover the patrons of
have no right to, nor are they de-
manding & rate that shall not be com- |
mensurate with the service rendered
and that shall fully compensate the
government.

When it is understood that the fiov-
ernment does not operate the post-
office department for profit, and
assuming that the department can
perform this serviee as eheaply as lh'tL
express companies can, then it is
clearly evident that the express com-
panies cannot maintain themselves in
this unequal contest: for they mu_sl
have a profit if they are ito remain
in business.

The only hope open to the compa-
iz that their patrons will in

the service |

nies now

consideration of better service than
offeredd by the government and the |
indemnity feature of the service, be|

willing to pay such rate as the 1n[(~r-r
state Commerce (Commission shall d9-|

cide they are entitled to. !

I am "mfurmr: by one of the local |
companies that searcely more than |
twentv-five per cent, of incoming and |
outgoing freight weights over fifty

pounds. Much of this weight of fifty
pounds or less could be as well trans- |
ported by the parcels post, and if at|
an arbitrary price fixed by law, less
than the express companies can afford
to carry, then we may logically con-
clude that it will go that way; then
if later on the weight limit is ean_d‘
ed to one hundred pounds, there will
be little left for the express compa-
nies to do; so little in fact that _ﬂm
business wonld not be remunerative.

If it ie the settled policy of the
government to extend the parcels post
facilities, then it will need the same
facilities that the express companies
now have in service, )

Why not then take over these facil-
ities rather than to duplicate them
and thus save the great loss that must
follow if forced out ol

necessarily
business.

it occurs to me that it would - 1391

‘ust as unfair to these companies 10
force them out of business by the
power of general government and at

t would

the expense of the people, as i :
to the railroads to build parallel lines
thironghout the country by taxing the
and then by law make rates

eople,
that the railroads out of

that would put
business,

Means for the speedy and cheap
transportation of small parcels to ev-
ery part of the country is a public
necessity. Where such means do not
now exist or are insufficient the gov-
ernment may properly supply them.
But where the government can gi_\'e
neither better mor cheaper service
than the agencies now provide, ruin-
ous competition is unjustifiable.

By cheaper service is meant ser

until he can be sure that the depart-
ment can demonstrate its ability to
properly and economically care for
the business that will come to it un-

der his recent orders.
BRYON PARSONS.

A LITTLE NONSENSE NOW
AND THEN GOOD FOR US.

“Into each life some rain must fall,”
but don’'t get it into your head that
every little shower is a cloud burst.

There is hothing made by turning

corners too sharply. *

Pay your taxes, but see to it that
the money is wisely and economically
expended. You owe this much to the
community.

“Did you read about that Coahuila
affair?”

“What is it, a Mexican battle or
something Roosevelt has shot?”

Any mother can tell you that her
boy learns to swear from the Other
Children in the neighborhood.

Peck—"“I'm surprised that you
should lose vour self-control, Maria.
That's something you never saw Ine
do.”

Mrs. Peck—“You lost
vourself the day | married you.
hold your tongue.”

control of!
Now |

Another reason why vou should not
let the grass grow under your feet is
that it is bad for the grass.

The best friend that a high-minded |
man can have is himself; but it is the
most exacting friendship in the world.

College Widow—"You t_'}{sp]a}'ﬂi
some marvelous curves this after-
noon.”

Pitcher Yalevard (who had observ-
ed her standing between the diamond
and the sun)—"And so did you!”

Some men are born ol poor butt
honesi parents. Did you ever hear of |
one born of poor but dishonest par- |

ents?

sColorado women up in arms,” says
a headline. Whose arms?

We are waiting patiently to see
whether the Chicago policewomen are
going to make arrests with clubs or
with hatpins!

In Texas the other day a Mr. Pride

defeated a Mr. Fall for Sheriff. Thus
was scripture fulfilled—"pride goeth

before a falll”

A scheme of dock extensions which
will cost $7,500,000 has been prepared
by the Clyde trust special committee
of Glasgow. It is proposed to ad-
vance the harbor rates Lo an a'm'ount
whieh will bring in an additional

vice at no more cost 10 the people,
and this to my mind is the essence of
the whole proposition. _ _

"hat the parcels post service 1S @
great convenience to people through-
out the country served by the rural
mail carriers cannot be doubted. But
without special equipment only small
parcels of small value can be cheaply
handied and the service should be
confined to this.

Since the government assumes no
liability for loss or damage and has
no accounting to make on these small,
inexpensive parcels, anhecmll:r!::; za;vd-
ing is ble. But when 3
nz;gm o articles are admitted
to the mails, there is need for proper

and ¥ ‘elaborate equip-
and then is doubtful if the
: _can perform the s
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, $300,000 a year.

Since she got that divoree, Mme.
Schumann-Heink is probably able to
sing joyful lays.

Despite the danger, Huerta cannot
tear himself away from the brand of
liquor they use in Mexico City.

A number of dogs set free by a
medical college in Chicago have caus-
ed a panic in that eity, but how about
the youthful doctors who have been
turned loose?

i

“THE GOOD OLD DAYS”
HAD THEIR DRAWBACKS.

Those who are fond of raving over
the happy days of yore and criticizing
acrimonously the present perturbed
times for their surplous of ill-judged
legislantion may derive some consola-
tion from a perusal of the old blue
laws of New Haven, which are print-
ed below.

“No one shall be a free man or
have a vote unless he is converted
and a member of one of the churches
allowed in the dominion.

“Np food or lodging shall be of-
fered to a heretic.

“No one shall cross a river on the
Sabbath day but authorized clergy-
men.

“No one shall travel, cook victuals,
make beds, sweep houses, cut hair or|
shave on the Sabbath day.

“No one shall kiss his or her chil-
dren on the Sabbath or fasting days,
The Sabbath day shall begin at sun-
set Saturday. "

“Whoever wears clothes trimmed |

with gold, silver or bone lace above
one shilling per yard shall be pre-
sented by the Grand Jurors and the
Selectmen shall tax the estate £300
($1,500,)

“Whoever brings cards or dice in-
to the dominion shall pay a fine of |
£5 (325,

“No one shall eat mince pies,
dance, play cards or play any instru-
ment of music except the drum, trum-
pet or jewsharp. !

“No person shall court a maid in'
person or by letter without obtaining

the consent of her parents. Five
pound penalty for first offense, £10
penalty for second offense and for

third offense imprisonment during the
pleasure of the Court.”

That the ancient lawmakers were
grossly misguided needs no further
proof than the fact that they consid-
ered the drum, the trumpet and the
jewsharp “instruments of music.”
Wall Street Journal.

When a woman is a little leary
about going out in a transparent dress
that leaves little to the inagination,
she remembers she has something
on Eve, and she takes a chance.
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SUMMER $00DS MUST GO!

LUKE McLUKE SAYS.

(Cincinnati Enquirer.)

The world would be a whole lot bet-
ter place if we did less reforming
and more bathing.

A letter of recommendation will get
you a job about as often as an obit-
uary will get vou into Heaven.

The world is filled with men who
are willing to bear the burdens of
others if the others will pay express
rates.

Ajax may have defied the lightning.
But he was a lucky man that didn't
live to defy an automobile,

Personal liberty, as construed by tive is Dr. King's New

Chances for peace in Mexico are so
bright that the country will soon
prove unattractive for a large part of
its fighting population,

Some action will have to be taken
toward widening out the ocean’ if the
big ships continue to crash into each
other.

ALWAYS LEAD TO BETTER
HEALTH.

Serious sicknesses start in disor-

ders of the stomach, liver and kid-
neys. The best corrective and preven-
Life Pills.

our best little Prohibitionists, is the ! They purify the Blood—Prevent Con-

liberty to choke to death if vou don't
like water.

When the headache is bigger than
the Big Time that caused it, you are
beginning to grow old and stale.

There was a time when we had men
who would rather fight than eat.
Iut nowadays a man never starts a
1i_e:,ht until he is satisfied that he can
win. |

A fellow who won't listen to reason
is a fat head who doubts the truth
of your argument.

The fool men have a lot of faults.
But, bless their hearts, they don't
kiss each other when they meet on
the street.

Every time a carpenter fixes a step
or a tinner repairs a leaky spout, a
woman goes around and tells her
friends that she has had her house
remodeled.

When a fat woman sees another
woman who is as fat as she is, she
sayvs to her husband: “Am [ as fat as
SHE is?" because she knows that he
dassent say “Yes.”

Right now the June bride feels like

an heiress to millions because she has
the Wealth of His Love. But next
June she will have a lovely time

stinging him for a dime every morn-
ing and stalling off the collectors for
the installment houses.

A lot of Trouble in this life is caus-
ed by women who try to see how close
to the danger line they can go with-
out stepping over it.

What bhas become of the old-fash-
ioned man who used to sit out on the
front porch at night and play the ac-
cordion?

|

stipation, keep Liver, Kidneys and
Bowels in healthy condition. Give
you better health by ridding the sys-
tem of fermenting and gassy foods.

Effective and mild. 25¢, at your
druggist. !
Bucklin's Arnica Salve for all hurts.
(June)

If Vardeman is not careful he will
get into a sure enough fight in the
Senate some day and have his flowing
locks disheveled.

discourage
When you feel &::2x%
vous, tired, worried or d ent it is

sure sign you need MOTT'S NERVERIN
PILLS. They renew the normal vigor a
make life worth living. Be sure and ask ¢

Mott’s Nerverine Pills [7ice $1.¢ -

by draggist.
WILLIAMS MFG. CO., Props., Cleveland, Ohio

L. Oberdorfer, Druggist, Paris, Ky...

HEISKELL'S

One application soothes and heals a ru;_.'h
pimplyskin,and, whenrepeated quicklyeffects
a cure, Eczema, Ery:-ipelu, Tetter, Ulcers and

all skin diseases yield to its curative properties.

50c. & box. Atall
Send for free sample and hook: " and
HOLLOWAY & CO.,
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Elks’

Let Us Start You With The Hot Weather.

Stop the Breading Wik DR. BELL'S 7]

Antiseptic

~or Sale by All Druggists.

Al | B &

Plumbing and Elec-
Contracors.

Stoves,
and Appliances.

Spicer &

E.T. Phone, 103
Home Phone, 101
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This Sale Began Saturday, June 13.

Will continue the rest of the hot month, with Porch Chairs, Swings,
the No-Whip Shades, Refrigerators ana Lawn Furniture.
you what a saving we have in store for you.

Let

us show

1

|

to protect you.

Gas
Stoves

Are Included In

This Summer Sale.
So don't let the hot

weather burn you up when you can have a Gas Range
See our prices.

Relrigeralors

THE NEW
ICEBERG.

The reduced prices will
interest you. The large
Refrigerator was $35.00

NOW $27.50
and on down to $6.75.

LEUEL .

L Eg"

M

Remember these goods must go, and we can save you many dollars by buy
ing during our Summer Sale. Just a look will help you. v

 A. F. Wheeler Furniture Co.



